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14 THREATS TO BUILDlNG‘ a. none known{:}
d. developers =3
AR : f. Gther:
e B RhLATbD OUTBUILDINGS AND PROPERTY:. £
i a. barnJ . b carriage hOUse Cl . c. garage (X
A2 d.privy 0 ~ e shed ] f. greenhouseD
~ 4 gishop O h.gardens [J

.....

7 e J i P _- i landscape features: dec:Lduous & ‘Coniferous trees & Shrubs

g lohes ik - 4 jiother: Erie eS| SOuth proj e,

‘6. -SURROUNDINGS OF ERINe G (checkjmor- than one:if necessary):
a.open land &J.° “b. woodland [
c. scattered buildings/&] _
d. densely built-up [ e. commercial @ - Canal Park Office complex
f. industrial ) g residential [ : to east of property.
h.other:

17. 'INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS:
(Indicate if building or structure is-in an historic district)

(see continuation-sheet)

18. OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING AND SITE (including interior features if known):

(see continuation sheet)

SIGNIFICANCE

19. DATE OF INITIAL CONSTRUCTION: C. 18305_ - 1852
ARCHITECT: not determined
BUILDER: not determined

20. HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE:

(see continuation sheet)

21. SOURCES: - (see continuation sheet) ¢
22. THEME:  agricultural: former farm residence; transportation : Erie Canal.

O
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1lc.

Modern, multi-pane picture window installed on facade (north
elevation) to replace two smaller windows (east window
opening has been bricked-in), mid-1900s.

Original front porch has been replaced with a contemporary
porch (modern porch posts and concrete block
steps/foundation), c. 1970s-80s.

The one-story porch on the west elevation has been enclosed;
the porch foundation and steps have been rebuilt with
concrete block construction, c¢. 1950s-60s.

cinder block chimney on east elevation, added mid-1900s.

One-story, gable-roofed, cinder block, two-car garage added
onto the rear (south elevation) of the house, mid-1900s.

17. The Murray-Perkins House is located on 17.8-acre lot on
the south side of Ridgeway Avenue in the southwest gquadrant
of the town. Just west of the Long Pond Road intersection,
the house maintains a deep set-back from the roadway. There
are no other buildings on the site. To the east is the Canal
Park Office complex. Surrounding the house to the immediate
west, south and east is open, undeveloped woodland. The
present Erie Canal is located along the southern border of
the property. At the northwest corner of the property is the
original Erie Canal bed (abandoned c. 1920), now overgrown.
The Park Ridge Hospital/Health Facilities campus is across
the street to the north. The residential neighborhood to the
west has mostly post-World War II houses.

18. Two-and-one-half-story, front-gable-and-side-wing, brick
farmhouse (c. 1830s-1852) with one-and-one-half-story, gable-
roofed rear wing and contemporary, attached, one-story
garage. The front-gabled block is two-bays-wide by three-
bays-deep. The side-gabled wing is two-bays-wide by two-bays
deep. The house stands on a coursed, stone foundation (much
of which is now pargeted with concrete). A stone watertable
is located atop the foundation. Fenestration is regular and
symmetrical with 6/6 and 6/1, double-hung windows. Most of
the windows have stone lintels and sills. Two windows on the
first story of the facade (north elevation) have been removed
and replaced by a modern, multi-pane picture window (see
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18. continued

llc.). In the side-wing section, the four, second-story
windows have 3/3 wood sash. The broadly-pitched gable roof

includes a wide cornice in the pediments and gable end
returns.

With its contemporary posts, foundation and steps, the one-
story porch located on the facade appears to be a replacement
for the original porch here. The original entrance leads out
onto this porch from the north wall. The front door, which
looks like an early-20th century replacement, has six panes
of glazing in the upper half and a solid lower half.

The one-story, shed-roofed, side porch has been enclosed with
contemporary windows and a knee wall. A secondary entrance
leads out onto this porch from the west elevation.

A contemporary, two-car garage of cinder block construction
is attached to the rear, one-story wing of the house.

20. The Murray-Perkins House is architecturally significant
in the town as a distinctive example of an mid-19th-century,
vernacular farmhouse with Greek Revival details. It is also
one of the diminishing number of 1l9th-century, biick
farmhouses that survive in the town. This historic property
with its house and surrounding 17.8 acres is hisx:orically
significant as an important visual reminder of both the
town’s agricultural heritage and its association 'with the
original Erie Canal (located adjacent to this site).

The front-wing-and-side-gable house is representative of the
typical vernacular farmhouse built in Greece during the mid-
19th century. Although the house has had some changes, it
retains much of its basic form, massing, materials, and
vernacular detailing. The broad pitch of the roof, wide
cornice in the front and west gables, and gable end returns
are details that derive from the Greek Revival style, popular
from the 1830s-/50s in western New York.

Although the front and west side porches have been rebuilt
with contemporary materials, it is possible that these
porches originally included Greek Revival posts and pilasters
(no longer extant). The removal of the contemporary picture
window on the facade, the re-construction of the two original
facade windows, as well as the reconstruction of historically
appropriate front and side porches would increase the
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20. continued
architectural significance of this house.

It is not possible to determine the exact date of
construction for this house. With its front-gable-and-side-
wing plan and simple vernacular Greek Revival details, it
could have been built anywhere from the 1830s to the 1850s
(it first appears on the 1852 county map). LEocated next to
the original Erie Canal (which opened in 1825), this site
was certainly a prime location for development. The
construction of the brick farmhouse here was likely spurred
by this immediate access to the canal and transportation.

The house is first shown on the 1852 county map with the
name, "W. Murray" as owner. A second building is shown on
this site, immediately to the west of the house and next to
the canal (on the south bank). At that time, Ridgeway Avenue
(un-named on the map) is shown as an east-west roadway. Just
to the northwest of this house the road makes a V-shaped jog
- first southwest, then northwest (and over the canal). The
Erie Canal bed runs diagonally southwest-to-northeast across
the northwest corner of this property.

The name "W. Murray" on the 1852 map appears to be that of
William Murray, born December 7, 1815 and died May 2, 1887.
According to The History of Monroe County, 1788-1877, Murray
was born in oOntario County, New York and settled in Greece in
1837; his post office address was "South Greece." It is
possible, therefore, that he constructed this residence at

2655 Ridgeway Avenue shortly after his arrival in Greece
(late 1830s).

Oon March 14, 1839, Murray married Lucy Reed (born August 17,
1819 and died May 31, 1887). Four children were born to
them:

George Reed (baptized Oct. 4, 1847);

William Dickinson (1852-1872), baptized Sept. 5,1852;

Frank Lindley (born 1859 or ’63), his first wife was
Ida Whitlock (1864-1897); he is buried in the
Midwest; .

Sophie, joined Parma Church on Sunday, Sept. 3, 1854,
married William Thurston, 2/1/1865.

William Reed was a Deacon of the Parma Greece Congregational
Church, located at Ridge Road West and Manitou Road in the
West Greece hamlet. He is buried in Spencerport.
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20. continued

Excerpts from the diary of Dr. Samuel B. Bradley show a
number of references to the Murray family and their
activities between 1839 and 1858. It includes activities
such as singing (W. Murray paid $1.00), lending a
cutter/selling a cutter for $72, meetings, buying peaches,
traveling to Canandaigua and Rochester, and visiting
neighbors (see attachments).

The 1869-70 county directory lists William Murray as a farmer
with 80 acres in South Greece on lot 152. This lot is on the
east side of Manitou Road, just north of the Erie Canal. It

appears that Murray moved to this location from the Ridgeway

Avenue property by the late 1860s. The 1872 county map shows
W. Murray at the Manitou Road location.

The 1872 county map shows the site at 2655 Ridgeway Avenue as
lot 17. One building (this house) is shown marked, "J.
Perkins" as owner. The Perkins family would continue as
owners into the 1920s. Ridgeway Avenue is shown as "Ridge
Road." The canal is located to the northwest of this house,
where the road takes a jog over bridge that crosses the
canal.

The 1902 county map shows this property as a 60.25-acre
parcel owned by James H. Perkins on lot 117. Ridgeway Avenue
is shown as "Big Ridge Road." The Erie Canal cuts through
the northwest corner of this property, which is a rectangular
parcel of land. Walker Road (now Long Pond Road) is shown to
the east. In a 1/1995 interview with Al Wehner (born in 1906
at 2458 Ridgeway Ave.), he described this house as the
"perkins House." He did not recall any outbuildings on the
property, but stated that there was a second houSe (no longer
extant) just to the northwest of the Perkins House and closer
to the roadway. This second house was next to the Erie Canal
and "they used to fish out of the windows of the house," as
it was so close to the waterway.

An April, 1918 photo shows the construction of the new Barge
canal, whose route cut through this property to the south of
the house. The new Barge Canal and the original Erie Canal
intersected a short distance to the west of 2655 Ridgeway
Avenue. Here, at the intersection of the two canals, was
constructed the Junction Lock. This lock was part of the old
canal bed and was used during the 1918-1920 Barge Canal
construction to connect the old and new sections of the canal
bed.
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20. continued

The 1924 county map shows the major changes regarding the
original and new canals. This property at 2655 Ridgeway
Avenue is shown as a 50-acre parcel owned by Almond Perkins.
The brick house is shown with a small frame outbuilding to
the southwest. The route of the Erie Canal (abandoned c.
1920) is shown across the northwest corner of the property;
it is marked as "old canal bed." The "new canal" 1s shown to
the south of the house. The new Barge Canal bisects this 50-
acre parcel of land and separates the south part of the farm
from the north part of the property. The 1930 suburban
directory shows Harvey C. and Vida Craft at this address; he
is listed as a machinist (the road is listed as "Big Ridge
Road.").

The 1959 county map shows this property as a 17-acre parcel
owned by A. & I. Castrechino. The brick house is shown with
its cinder block rear wing (attached garage). The southern
boundary of the property is the Barge Canal. The State of
New York retains an adjacent right-of-way along tvhe north
bank of the canal bed. To the northwest of the house is the
route of the "old Erie Canal bed." The western end of this
canal bed is shown with some water in its trough'and has the
Junction Lock at its terminus with the Barge Canal. The
western boundary of this 17-acre property contains the
earthen canal walls of the original Erie Canal with two stone
culverts and outflows (south to the Barge Canal and north to
Round Pond Creek). 1In front of the house, the roadway has
been renamed, "Ridgeway Avenue." Its former "jog" over the
canal bed has been eliminated and the road now runs in a
straight east-west path.

With the development of the Park Ridge campus to the north
and the two large office parks to the east, this historic
mid-19th century, vernacular, brick house and 17-acre site
are threatened by the increasing pressure of commercial
development in this neighborhood.

21. See final report for bibliography; 1/95 interview with
-Aloysius Wehner; Town Historian’s vertical files.
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Wf”//,‘ 1830 census - none

| -
1850 census all
Murray, William 4. age 45 born NYS farmer
Martha B. 43
Henry G. 19
William A, 15
Daniel W, 14
Rowlang 11
Eliza A, 5
Frank 2

Dr. Bradley's Baby Book

born name of father

June 29, 1827 James Reed son

Nov. 7, 1828 . James M. Reed dau.

Aug. 6, 1846 John Reed dau., of Gates
Jan. 26, 1858 John Reed dau.

Dec. 27, 1829 Alfred Thurston son

Jan., 26, 1840 Wm. A. Murray dau. d

Sept. 13, 1841 Wm. A. Murray dau. Sophie

Jan. 20, 1859 Wmn. Murray son

No record mfxdmmtr of William or Lucy in Greece vital records of 1848 or .
1849. Those two years are the only ones kept until 1882, -. ... , (

From The History of Monroe County 1788-1877: P

William Murray farming, born Ontario Co., N.Y.
settled in 1837, post office address, South Greece

1869-70 Directory for Greece
Wm., Murray S. Greece lot 152 farmer 80 acres
(Lot 152 18 the house on Manitou Rd. near the canal)

- 1885 Directory

Mary Murray North Greece embroidery teacher

¥isc. Info:

Bi1ll of Dr, Bradley's for Seneca Reed and Mary Reed paid by Wm. Murray 1868

“m. W. Reed bapt. in Second Baptist Church Apr. 1833
: ' Dismissed Nov. 3, 1835

foxanna Reed bapt. (same date?) BdAddmzed Sept. 1839 Dropped
Harriet Reed owned property in Gates in 1864-65 Directory
arrao¥-ota Reed dismissed from Parma Corners Baptist Church Aug. 10, 1860
John Reed lived in Gates (repeat of above in births)
#arriet Reed died Mar. 15, 1878 _
Soneca Reed died Oct. 23, 1863 ae 78 .
i'rs. Bertha Reed from Gorham died June 28, 1834
FP2thia Reed died Nov. 21, 1867
¥ary Reed Letter to Lockport (church) Sept. 22, 1836

Letter from Lockport Feb. 15, 1839
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